ANNUAL REPORT 2019
When planning activities for the year, the incumbent and PCC have considered the Commission’s guidance on public benefit and the specific guidance on charities for the advancement of religion. 

We strive to enable parishioners to explore and develop their spiritual awareness and to live out their faith, by means of prayer and worship, Bible study, ethical discussion, and provision of pastoral care to all sections of the community. The work of all three churches is summarised on the parish website (www.wiltonparish.co.uk ) and promoted via the Parish Church and “Wilton Chat” (community) pages of “Facebook” and through the quarterly Parish Newsletter, distributed to all dwellings in the Parish.
The PCC aims to provide public worship appropriate to the varied needs of the inhabitants of the Ecclesiastical Parish.

Where practical this includes ecumenical cooperation with the local Baptist congregation and members of other Christian denominations living in Wilton. 

The clergy seek to respond to all requests for the “Occasional offices” of the Church – Baptisms, Marriages and Funerals from those living in the Ecclesiastical parish, or with a legitimate connection with any of our churches and to provide appropriate preparation and pastoral care. 

We seek to foster a sense of community within the town of Wilton through the provision of social activities and active involvement in other local organisations.

To facilitate this work, we strive to maintain the fabric of our church buildings and meeting room in good order – taking due note of the recommendations included in our Quinquennial Inspections.
In December 2009 it was agreed that the PCC would discontinue its policy of making annual grants to specific charities and would instead encourage individual Church members to support such charities as far as they are able. In addition, the PCC nominates a monthly/quarterly Charity – for which donations are invited at Coffee after the principal Eucharist each Sunday – with a balance of local, national and international charities. In addition Wilton’s congregations continued, until December 2019, to sponsor the education of Richnaider Paul, in Haiti – through the Charity “SOS Children’s Villages” and, through the Chalke Deanery, agricultural and social projects in the Diocese of Cueibet, South Sudan.
The PCC makes provision for regular public worship in all three churches, as well as a Trust-owned Chapel in Wilton. The former Parish Church, “Old St. Mary’s”, is under the care of the Churches Conservation Trust and is used only occasionally for worship.
At the Parish Church, Morning Prayer was said Monday – Saturday and on Sundays either one or two celebrations of the Eucharist have been held.
At St. Peter’s Church, Fugglestone, regular Sunday services were suspended from the end of September 2013 due to lack of heating and lighting. Thursday morning Communion services were introduced in 2016 and continue to attract a small but committed congregation, including some new residents. 

The heating was restored in 2018.
At St Catherine’s Church, Netherhampton weekly morning services were held, alternating between Holy Communion and Matins, with special services for  Mothering Sunday, Harvest, Remembrance and the Patronal Festival.
Parish Clergy were assisted in leading worship by two Lay Worship Leaders, Christine Lawson and Tim Purchase; by Revd. Dr. Stella Wood and by the retired clergy Revd. Janet Mugridge, Canon Chris Savage and Canon Michael Goater. Pastoral work has been strengthened by the Pastoral Ministry team, comprising Parish Clergy and 6 Lay Pastoral Assistants: Edward Akers, Richard Norris,                 Tim Purchase, Liz Robertson, Sue Willmets and Francesca Wilson.
In addition to monthly Communion Services at Olivier Place, Pembroke Court and            on the Bulbridge Estate, LPAs assumed responsibility for visiting families of Baptism Candidates, bereaved and isolated parishioners, taking Holy Communion to the housebound and Chaplaincy at the new Veterans’ Centre.

In our aim of drawing parishioners, and others, to God through worship

we have again benefitted enormously from the commitment of our Parish Choir, Organists, Ringers, Verger and Altar servers, Eucharistic Assistants, Lectors and Intercessors, and have been very well supported by our Churchwardens, Sacristans, Flower Arrangers and team of sidesmen and women - all of whom show admirable dedication. 2019 saw a welcome strengthening of both our team of Ringers and Altar Servers. Regrettably the Junior Choir declined during the early months of the year and the decision was taken to suspend activities for the time being. 
In June, Ben Maton was appointed Director of Music in the nearby “Woodford Valley Parishes” and relinquished his musical duties in this Parish. St Catherine’s welcomed Fiona Allison as second Organist there.
The Parish’s Safeguarding Officer, Revd. Dr. Stella Wood undertook a review of Parish Policies, and in July the PCC adopted a revised Safeguarding Policy and Guidelines together with a Safer Recruitment Policy. She further undertook a review of all church members with existing DBS Certificates and updated the Diocesan Database accordingly. 
In May and June, in line with all parishes in the Diocese, the Rector conducted an “Historic Cases Review” – consulting former incumbents and Office Holders, as well as the current Church membership. Happily he was able to report to the Bishop that he had not been made aware of any suspected instances of abuse of young people or vulnerable adults in the parish. 
The Friday afternoon “Young at Heart” group continued to flourish.                              A varied programme was led by both by members and for members, attracting a mix of church-members and others. 
The Ecumenical “Open the Book” team continued to meet in the Primary School, on alternate Mondays, to present dramatised Bible Stories and engaging the pupils and staff in various ways. 
Two Mothers’ Union Groups and the men’s group, “Grapevine”, continued to meet regularly. The former Bible Study Group was reorganised as a “Bible Book Club”, using the Bible Society’s resources of that name – meeting initially in St John’s Priory with the intention of arranging further groups in other locations.
During the year two separate Volunteer Placements were arranged for young people engaged on the “Duke of Edinburgh Award” scheme – one at St Catherine’s Church and one at the Parish Church. Advice was taken from the Diocesan Safeguarding and HR advisors and formal arrangements and role specifications are now in place for any future volunteers.

In the Autumn a new team of volunteers gathered to tidy the Churchyard at the Parish Church and it was agreed to meet regularly during the year.

An “open day” at St. Peter’s Church produced a steering group for a possible appeal and renovation of the building and also a team of volunteers for the churchyard there.

In the autumn the inspecting Architects of both the Parish Church and St Catherine’s stood down. Louise Rendell, of St Ann’s Gate Architects, was appointed in their stead.

Special Services in 2019 included a Confirmation Service at Candlemas, led by the Bishop of Salisbury, at which three young people and one adult were confirmed.

On Mothering Sunday the main services at Netherhampton and Wilton were both “non-Eucharistic” and a number of young families attended in both churches.

In April, the Parish Church hosted the Salisbury Branch of the Prayer Book Society, for their AGM and Evensong. A second Branch Evensong was held at Michaelmas and an Advent Carol Service at St Catherine’s in December.
Services for Holy Week and Easter were well attended as was the Ecumenical “walk of witness” on Good Friday. The large “Experience Easter” stations were erected in the parish Church and were visited by a number of groups from the Primary School and from the Cubs, Beavers and Brownies.
St Edith’s Day, in September, was marked with a “Fayre” at the Parish Church, with a Barbecue and a number of stalls. This was followed by the Mayor’s Civic Service, attended by the Uniformed Youth Organisations as well as the Town Council and Civic guests.

Harvest Thanksgiving was celebrated at the end of September, with donations of goods to Alabaré Christian Care, the Salisbury Women’s Refuge and the Salisbury Foodbank.
Remembrance Services were again well attended: the congregation of around 420 at the 10:30 service included residents from the new Veterans’ Centre for the first time.
In place of the usual Christmas Market in the Community Centre, a smaller Craft Fayre was held in the Parish Church in early December. A number of outside stall holders were present, two for the first time, and a number of local musicians performed to those present.

Carol Services were held at both St Catherine’s Church and the Parish Church.
On the Wednesday before Christmas, despite very poor weather, a congregation of over 100 gathered together with Choir and, for the first time, an Orchestra of 20 players who were directed by the Rector, with the Curate leading the service.

On the Sunday before Christmas, the Rector led the Carol Service at St Catherine’s and the community singing afterwards at the Victoria and Albert Inn. It was pleasing to see a number of young people among those reading the Lessons.

Two Christingle Services were held in the Parish Church – on the final day of School Term and on Christmas Eve, both well attended and well received.

Pastoral Offices

In 2019, parish clergy officiated at 11 baptisms, 7 weddings and 17 funerals.

(In 2018 - 17 baptisms, 4 weddings and 19 funerals.)

Community

Members of all three churches are involved in other community groups and organisations – including Wilton Community Centre, Wilton Public Library, Burnbake Trust, Alabaré, Riding for the Disabled. A number of church-members are Trustees for almshouses at St John’s Priory and St Giles’ Hospital and for three separate Educational Trusts. 
As Trustees of the Wilton Middle School Educational Trust, the Rector and Churchwardens contributed further significant grants to local schools, the Youth Centre in Wilton, Youth Action Wiltshire (for work with Young Carers), 
and provided assistance to a Nursing Student, an Apprentice Carpenter 
and a mature student at Sarum College. 
The Rector continued to represent Wilton at Area Board “Youth Network” meetings. 

In March 2019 the Youth Centre Building was closed and the regular meetings dispersed to Burcombe and Fovant. Wilton’s two churches were able to host some smaller meetings and it was hoped a more permanent Wilton-based solution would be found in the longer term.

The Revd Caroline Titley continued to serve on the Board of the Wilton Community Land Trust, as a Trustee on the Church of England Pensions Board and as a Foundation Governor at Wilton Primary School.
Ivan Seviour (Chair of Governors) and Ben Kinsey also served as Foundation Governors.
Educational visits to, and services in, both the Parish Church and St Catherine’s Church have been arranged, involving local Primary schools and nursery schools.  
A steady flow of tourists and pilgrims visited the Parish Church throughout much of the year, with a number of U3A groups arranging guided tours, aided by our dedicated group of “church guides”. Nigel and Fiona Allison took on a leading role, welcoming a number of Group visitors.
Concerts in the Parish Church included two new groups – the Cambridge Renaissance Voices, who performed in May, and the Farrant Singers, who performed in both June and November – both of whom planned to return

Wilton’s annual “lighting of the Christmas Tree and Children’s Nativity” provided further opportunities for ecumenical cooperation and partnership with other Town Team organisations. In 2019 it was held on a Friday evening, rather than the “traditional” Monday, which was favoured by the school.
The Rector officiated at the annual Carol Service for the Pembroke Centre (Riding for the Disabled). 
The new Parish “Newsletter” was delivered to all dwellings in the parish in March, June, September and December. Costs of production were met from advertising charges, involving a number of local businesses.
The Wilton House Trust provided a welcome new source of support for the Parish Church, agreeing an initial grant of £14,000 for the restoration of the painted texts on the “West” Gallery Walls and further support to follow. 
The Friends of Wilton Parish Church also received fresh impetus with regular meetings being arranged with Lady Pembroke, who has been the instigator of the church’s Instagram account!
Buildings

Church Rooms
Plans progressed during the year for sale of the Church Rooms to the Wilton Middle School Educational Trust, with the understanding that the Trust would renovate the building to provide two meeting rooms for its own use and a new office to be leased back to the church. 

St. Mary and St. Nicholas’ Church: 
The Town Council continued to arrange the grass cutting and other aspects of the churchyard continued to be maintained by volunteers. 
A number of condition reports were commissioned in 2019 including stained glass, heating and painted wall texts, with the intention of launching a restoration appeal at the church’s anniversary in October 2020.
In anticipation of this, in November, the PCC commissioned Compton Fundraising Consultants to undertake a feasibility study and to assist in shaping plans for an appeal.
St. Catherine’s Church 

A new chancel carpet was provided thanks to the generosity of one of the congregation and the Altar Rail adjusted to avoid catching on the deeper pile.
Permissions were sought for the proposed work to the porch and vestry door and advice given that a “Bat Survey” would probably be needed before work on the porch could be authorised.
St. Peter’s Church
The newly formed “Project St. Peter’s” group prepared a bid for a grant towards the cost of installing an electrical supply and considered other possible developments. 

A stall was held at the Christmas Craft Fair to raise awareness of the group and a survey of neighbouring properties was planned for the Spring of 2020 to gauge local support. 
